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A vigorous effort 1s belng made to destroy Georges Bidgult's standing in the eyes 
of strict thinkers and Catholics, He ‘s being much reproached for having accepted 
aid from Clno del Luca, a magnate of the heart throbypress, Ouca offered to help 
out with the HRP newspaper in the Loire, which Mi. Bidault controls. Just at the 
right moment, Duca came across with 25. mibiion francs, Bidault, in gratitude, 
gave him the Legion of Honor, 


the "presse de cocur" has a clroulation of about S,mikjion in trance or roughly a 
quarter of the French press, Duea controls 3,mibleen of this, He is a Jew, 

deseribed as "stateless", Among his perlodicals are "Boldro", "Nous peux", “Sntlaicd”, 
"Hestival", "Madrigal", -"Astrologle", and "14intrepide" (tne last a paper for 
ehildren,} ‘Ghis press is much combatted by French prelates, who regard 1% as in- 
decent and, at best, tending to coarsen its fominine readers. 


“Bidgultts political principles make him the ‘defender of" religious literature, tt 


is incongruous for him, on the sly, to take “tainted moncy" from a mere "paper 
merchant” of this sort, 


4 main reason for this anti-Bldault campalgn was to undermine the effort which. he. was 
expected to make sooner or later (if not now, then in a subsequent election) to bé+ 
come President of the Republic, 
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